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 Isolation.  It 

can happen easily in a 

big city, multiplied by 

the multitudes, espe-

cially for a homeless 

man passed by by the 

crowd.  

 One of the goals 

of St. Anthonyõs Shel-

ter  for Renewal is to 

help to free our home-

less brothers from a 

habit of isolation.  

Each manõs story is 

uniqueñimmigrant or 

native, family or no 

family, addictions or 

mental illness or dis-

abilities, etc. Our focus 

at St. Anthonyõs is 

spiritual and human 

reformation, and the 

experience of brother-

hood has a remedial 

effect in all of these ar-

eas.  

 When St. Fran-

cis described the begin-

ning of the Franciscan 

Order he wrote simply, 

òand the Lord gave me 

brothers.ó  It wasnõt his 

idea exactly, which is 

similar to what many of 

our homeless guests 

may have felt in coming 

here.  They are required 

to eat together, meet 

together, pray together 

and sometimes work 

together doing their 

chores.  Inevitably con-

flicts arise, as in any 

community, and isola-

tion, running away, or 

any other form of es-

cape isnõt an option if 

they want to stay here.   

And we see that they 

want to stay here, 

partly because, quite 

simply, they are loved 

here. (cont. on back cover) 

                òOne Bread, One Brotherhoodó  
by Fr. Richard Roemer, CFR 

Fall 2009 

Moving Up...Literallyéthe GPS Program 

 When we began the transition of St. 

Anthonyõs into a shelter program we envi-

sioned that one or two floors would be for men 

who needed to stay longer than 6 months.  We 

were advised that some men who are new in 

their sobriety would need a longer time to re-

build a strong foundation and good habits.  

 In October we opened the 6th floor for 

our òGPSó (òGood Personal Stepó) Program.  

This program allows some men to stay for up 

to another year if they are evidently benefit-

ting in their sobriety by being here.  The  GPS 

Program includes more privileges and more 

responsibilities than the other Shelter guests.  

Please pray that it 

will help these 

men move forward 

toward more sta-

ble, independent 

and virtuous lives.  

 
One Bread, One Broth-

erhood 

 
1 

 

GPS  Program 

 

1 

Events and Photos   

 

2-3 

 

Your Support 

 

4 

In this Issue: 



 One Bread, One Brotherhood  

St. Anthonyõs Shelter for Renewal 

 St. Anthonyõs Shelter for Renewal 

relies upon a host of volunteers for its op-

eration ñwe do not have any paid employ-

ees.  Our kitchen help includes CFR Associ-

ates, former residents (see middle left ñ

Tommy Washington) and friends from far 

and wide (see top left, Deacon John Baffa 

and his wife Patricia).  We had a number of 

young men helping us over the summer 

with daily operations and maintenance, 

and more will be coming soon.  These 

young men are live -in volunteers who are 

discerning their vocation and observing the 

Friarõs way of life.  We are very grateful to 

Bob Smith (see top right), a long -time 

friend of the Friars, who has plugged in 

generously throughout this past year and 

who is now a Resident Assistant on the 6th 

floor to help oversee the GPS program.  

 We appreciate all of the efforts and 

assistance of our board members and espe-

cially want to highlight the service of Dea-

con John Baffa.  He handled a lot of the dif-

ficult work in transitioning from an SRO to 

a shelter program.   

 The Lordõs generosity is evident in 

so many good people.  Thank you for serv-

ing Him at St. Anthonyõs. 


